
	

	

Wednesday, March 3, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
The Kansas House of Representative is set today to debate House Bill 2058, a bill providing for reciprocity for concealed 
carry firearm licenses with other states issuing such licenses. KNEA has taken no position on the issue of reciprocity. 
 
It has now been reported that there will be an attempt on the House floor to amend the bill by creating concealed carry 
license for individuals from 18 through 20 years of age. Current law does not allow for licenses for those under the age of 
21. 
 
KNEA adamantly opposes the creation of a firearm license or permit for persons under the age of 21.  
 
Several years ago, the Kansas Legislature enacted law that essentially stripped post-secondary education institutions - 
our technical colleges, community colleges, and universities - of the ability to control the carrying of firearms on campus. 
Policies restricting the carrying of firearms are only permitted when the institution can supply security to every entrance 
and exit to each building on campus which would be prohibitively expensive. 
 
Issuing a permit or license to individuals as young as 18 years old could dramatically increase the number of firearms 
carried on campus and it is for this reason that we oppose such licenses or permits. 
 
It is noteworthy that Kansas does not trust these same individuals to make responsible choices when it comes to the 
consumption of alcohol. The 2021 Legislature is considering passing laws to restrict cell phone usage in automobiles for 
persons under 21 years of age and prohibiting the sale and possession of tobacco products to those from 18 through 20 
years of age. The Legislature does not trust these individuals to make responsible choices when it comes to cell phone 
usage or tobacco consumption. 
 
KNEA supports both of those measures because we understand brain development and we understand the pressures 
that young people face in their daily lives.  
 
Imagine a world where individuals who can’t be trusted to handle a cell phone responsibly are allowed to carry firearms. In 
the world of young people, a failing grade can trigger rage against a teacher or professor; a break-up in a romantic 
relationship can trigger anger and violent behavior. A young person’s world is a stressful world but we can take actions to 
protect young people from those stresses so that they grow into responsible adults.  
 
We try our best to keep alcohol away from young people; we seek to control the use of a cell phone while driving or 
access to tobacco. We do these things to protect young people from behaviors that could damage their futures.  
 
We do not need to provide them with the means to carry firearms into their classrooms and dorms.  
 
We strongly oppose any attempt to reduce the age for concealed carry firearms permits or licenses in Kansas.  
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